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GENERAL INFORMATION 
NAME STUDENT : Tom Knipscheer
NATIONALITY : Netherlands 
ON GRAND TOUR/ EXCHANGE BEFORE INTERNSHIP:   Yes
EXPECTED STARTING DATE INTERNSHIP: 01-09-2026 
 
 
INTERNSHIP PREFERENCES 
PREFERRED REGION/SEGMENT: Mediterranean Countries (Spain/Italy)
 
PLAN A:                         COMPANY: Arts Hotel Barcelona
PLAN B:                          COMPANY: Meliã Hotels Barcelona  
 
MOTIVATION PREFERRED REGION / SEGMENT  
	My preferred internship will take place in one of the Mediterranean countries, For now Spain in particular, because I really want to experience the working culture of these countries as they are very different from the Dutch working standards. I think it is important to improve and develop skills from other working cultures, and the Mediterranean countries really draw my attention. 



 
 
MOTIVATION PREFERRED COMPANIES & POSITION 
	My preferred company is Arts Hotel in Barcelona, as it provides a working experience at high level, with a five star hotel and a two star Michelin restaurant under its management. To be able to do an internship in general management here would be a dream come true. I am positive I will develop strong leadership skills and operational skills, while allowing me to contribute my ambition, work ethic, and passion for the luxury hotel industry.
Meliã Hotels Barcelona appeals to me almost as much, as it is known for its strong global branding, focus on guest-centered service, and sustainability. Meliã Hotels has already been a company that I have worked with, as we were industry partners during my last semester for Hotel Management School. If I were to do my internship at Meliã Hotels Barcelona, I am positive I will develop leadership skills, and contribute to memorable guest experiences. I certainly am motivated to bring my energy, curiosity, and dedication to this company.


 
 
 	 

WHAT ARE YOUR DREAMS & AMBITIONS?  
	My dreams and ambitions consist of two parties, sustainability and hospitality. I have studied Biology first and finished it. I now study Hotel Management School, and my goal is to company those two studies in the future. I want to bring sustainability to a new level within companies, as I have learned so much about sustainability during my Biology study, and I still think a lot of companies lack sustainability, even if they claim they are a very sustainable company. I think that with the knowledge I have now, I can make a real difference within a company, and show people a way of sustainable business operations.


 
 
WHAT DO YOU HAVE A COMPANY TO OFFER? (strengths/experiences/personal traits) 
	As mentioned I have a lot of knowledge about sustainability, and I am very passionate about this knowledge. In a company, I would be honoured to have the opportunity to apply my vision to the company, with my improvement plans taken in consideration. 
Furthermore I have a very positive mindset and I am very good with handling criticism. I am a hard worker and I like to be challenged. 
 



 
 
WHAT DO YOU WANT TO LEARN DURING YOUR INTERNSHIP? 
	I want to learn more about the overall General Management role within a company, and what different approaches there are. I want to learn how to be the best version of myself playing this role, and how I can make a realistic change within a company. I want to work together with every part of the company and I want to develop leadership and operational skills at a higher level.
 

 


 
 








WHICH EXPECTATIONS DO YOU HAVE AND/OR WHICH CHALLENGES DO YOU THINK YOU WILL ENCOUNTER DURING YOUR INTERNSHIP? (in terms of) 
CULTURE: 
I am going to the Mediterranean culture, and I am going to work there. Of course, I am aware of the fact that the working culture there is different from here in the Netherlands. In the Netherlands there is a very democratic way of leadership and operation, where in the Mediterranean culture Hierarchy plays a bigger role, So that will probably give a culture shock.
 
WORKING: 
Like mentioned before, it is my goal to learn more about operating and managing at high level, which I will be able to do at both my options for the internships I am aiming for. I have experience with hard working, and during my internship I would like to challenge myself.

LIVING: 
Living in a foreign country will have its ups and downs. I have lived in Italy for three months before, so I know the Mediterranean culture makes me very happy, but I also realise I am going to miss the Netherlands as well. When I do I am always able to go home for the weekend, or to arrange something with my family in Barcelona. 
 
 LANGUAGE:  
Right now, I speak enough Spanish to communicate with the locals in Barcelona. I am also currently improving my Spanish, so that I do not have to speak to much English over there. The goal is of course to speak Spanish as much as possible. 
 
PERSONAL CIRCUMSTANCES: 
My uncle lives in the south of France, two-and-a-half-hour drive from Barcelona, so I can always visit them by car or by public transport. Furthermore, I really like the culture, so I am positive I will be very happy in Spain during my internship.
 
 
 
WHAT DO YOU NEED, TO BECOME THE BEST VERSION OF YOURSELF? 
	To become the best version of myself, I need space to grow and assistance with frequent feedback and feedforward, so that I know what I am doing good and what I can improve. Furthermore, I am going to need space to try things within the company, such as sustainability improvement plans, so I can learn and keep motivating myself. I hope the company for my internship will give me this chance, and challenge me to become the best version of myself. 
 
 


 


DESCRIBE YOUR PREPARATORY ACTIVITIES: (research, info sessions, industry events, etc.)  
	Beforehand I have spoken to different people about Arts Hotel Barcelona. I have asked about their experience there, especially the people who did their internship there. Also, I have done my research on their website and I am going to Barcelona during the holidays, and I will make sure to visit the internship options. 
For Meliã I have come in contact with the HR Manager of the hotel in Amsterdam, who taught me a lot about the company.


 
 
HOW WELL ARE YOU PREPARED FOR THE PRACTICALITIES?  
(housing/work-life balance/ financial) 
	I am currently keeping an eye on the house market of Barcelona, so I will make sure to have housing when I am there. The work life balance is something I just have to get used to, as it is going to be different there from here in the Netherlands. My parents will pay my rent when I am there, and I will have a monthly loan from both my parents and the government for my study. 
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